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embark on an Asiatic campaign, even though it
had been able to secure an imposing naval demon-
stration in Chinese waters. Paying., therefore, no
heed whatsoever to the clamour of the " howling
dogs," he proceeded, by diplomacy of the kind which
he thoroughly understood, to bring into play argu-
ments which eventually brought about the reprieve
of Ch'ung Hou, the complete discomfiture of his own
antagonists at the capital, and a satisfactory revision
of the Treaty of Livadia, These results, as usual, he
achieved almost single-handed and because he was
able to convince the badly-informed but astute
Empress Dowager that the course advocated by the
war party could only end in disaster. (And here we
may digress to observe that he would no doubt have
been equally successful in the identically similar policy
which he advocated in 1894, kad 'lt not been for the
fact that Japan was then fully determined upon war*)
To induce the Russians on the one hand to agree to
a revision of the Treaty of Livadia, and on the other
to create a conciliatory temper at the Tsung-li Yamen>
it was necessary for Li to bring good advice and
pressure of a disinterested kind to bear on both sides.
The French and British Ministers were willingly led
to approach the Yamen and to urge the remission
of the death sentence on Ch'ung Hou; as a result,
the Marquis Tseng at St. Petersburg was authorised
to inform the Russian Government that this had
been done. Li, anxious to end matters, telegraphed
to Tseng, on his own account, advising Mm not to
haggle over trifles in the revision of the Treaty ; he
knew, but ignored the fact, that the Minister of War
was telegraphing from Peking in the opposite sense.
The Russian Government was placated arid satisfied